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September 2008
Dear Parent

FAMILY HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME

There is growing concern about the amount of time lost by pupils due to family holidays in term time and
the disruption it causes to their education. In addition, there is a general misunderstanding of the law in
relation to the absence of pupils from school whilst on holiday in term time. This provision was originally
designed for those families where the parents HAD to take annual leave at a certain time.

if you propose to take your child away from schooi, only the Headteacher can authorise the absence.
Parents cannot authorise the absence themselves. Whenever possible, absence from school should be
avoided as it can have a serious effect on a child's educational progress, and can create difficulties for
them on their return to schoot.

Whenever possible, family holidays should be arranged during school holidays., Schools do have
discretion to grant up to 10 days leave during term time, but before doing so will consider your child's
situation carefully. In considering a request, the schoo! will take into account the child’s age; the time of
vear of the holiday; the nature of the visit and parental wishes; the child’s stage of education and
progress: the child’s cverall attendance record. Headteachers will not authorise absence if they believe
that your request is unreasonable and you must ensure that your request is made 1o the school af fen
fwo weeks before the start of the haliday. Only in exgeptional circumstances can a Headteacher grani
leave of more than 10 days in ferm time.

Where a family holiday during term time is agreed to be unavoidable, it is vital that it does not coincide
with examinations or other important tesis that vour child has to take.

The dates of National Curriculum tests in 2007 - 2008 are:

Key Stage 1 Can be at any time (although would usually be in the first three weeks of May)
Key Stage 2 11— 156 May 2009

Key Stage 3 5 -8 May 2009

GCSE May/June — contact school for exact dates

Headteachers are advised not to authorise absence for holidays where the pupil will miss a public
examination.

{ trust that you will make every effort to co-operate in this matier in partnership with vour child’s school
and the Education Service.

Yours sincerely
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Moira Swann
Corporate Director Children’s Services

Children's Services — ‘A strong commitmeni lo developing children's services and to im sroving the life chances of all
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